(1) Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 4-179126 (1992) 
"SEMICONDUCTOR INTEGRATED CIRCUIT DEVICE WITH SHIELDING 
STRUCTURE" 

The following is English translation of an extract from the above-identified 
5 document relevant to the present application. 

According to this invention one layer of metal layers in a multilayered 
structure is used for shielding. 

That is, in the present invention one of the metal layers that are the second 
layer and above layers is formed so as to cover almost entire surface of a substrate 
10 and then this metal layer is fixed to a ground potential or a power supply potential. 

A shield layer is a metal layer covering almost entire surface of a substrate, 
with its potential fixed. Therefore, when an external noise penetrates or a noise is 
generated in layers above the shield layer, these noises are absorbed by the shield 
layer and do not reach wiring layers below the shield layer. 

15 

The figure is a section view illustrating an embodiment. 
Code Description 

2 ... silicon substrate 

4 ... diffusion layer 
20 6 ... gate oxide film 

8 ... gate electr ode 

10, 14, 18 ... interlay er insulating film 

12, 20 ... metal wiring layer 

16 ... metal layer for shielding 
25 22 . . . passivation film 



24, 28 ... through hole 
26 ... contact hole 
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